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I UF En/ WONUSR, AS I LISTEN TO, OR TAKe PART IN, THE © ONY OF
EXALTATIUN TO THE 'ROYAL ARCH' HUW THe SIVRY ,I LD IN _IT CAME ™V BE

PUT TUdETHn.R: AND HOW, OTHsR THAN THEIR KNUWLEDGE OF THE RITUAL, HOW
MAKY ~OF OUR CUMPANIUNS COULD TELL US MUCH ABOUT THE LEAUING \F}bURbs I
THE STORY AND WHY THEY WERE BROUGHT TOGETHER IN THo WAY THEY ARE 1IN
THE CUMPL TION OF THE MASTER MASON'S DEGREE. CERTAINLY ’ﬂléﬁRINGING
TOGETHER UF 2.H.J.E. AND N. I8 NOT ACCURATE HISTORICALL NDEED,
;FHRUUOH ALL WERE CONCERNED IN THE RE.BUILDING OF JE é AFTER THE
CAPTIVITY IN BABYLON, THE TEMPLE WAS ALREADY KEa U(@ HHbN NE

RETURNED TU JurRUSALEM.

 H.J.5. AND N. WERE NOT MERELX CHARACTORS g;g A Ci, THEY WEKE
GLAL PSUPLE AND IF WE WISH, WE CAN R&AD p/ IN THE ®OLD

PESTAMENT" THs BOOK OF KINGS, CHRQNICLLS AND EZIA THE

' AROERYPHA, AND THE HISTORY OF THE J* WRITL & JUSEPH

AS IN MANY UTHER ACCQUNTS, AMONGS COVER THE BEST PART OF
10¢ {EARS ANu IT IS5 HIGHLY IMP %ﬁ THOUGH WE BRING THEM ALL
[UGETHER IN OQUR STORY, ZERUBAB HAGGAI EVER Mil EZRA AND
NEXEMIAH. WilY THRN WERE THE &udbm,a IN OUR RITUALZY

A LOUK AT THE PART EAC YLD THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS MIGHT

GIVE US SuME IALEA.
IN 587 B.C. NEBU Kﬁi OF BABYLUN AFTER A 3SIEGE LASTING FOUR
\‘Q WA;AT DEAL OF HAROUSHIP OVERCAME JERUSALEM.
@ LY *STARVED OUT', THEN WE ARE TOLD "THE CITY
IHE MEN OF WAR FLED BY KIGHT." MANY OF :usﬁ
MONGS ﬂr@ va\ KING. 2EAEKIAH, WERE CAUGHT. WE ARE TULLD THAT HE
WAS ._w.\@j ZITH FETTERS OF BRASS. HIS SONS WERE KILLED BEFURE HiM. HE
WAS BLINDmD, AND CARRIED AWAY WITH MANY OF HIS PEOPLE, AS PrLISUNLKS
BABYLUN. THE SACKING OF JERUSALEM WAS COKPLuTED BY NBBUZARA AN,
APTALN OF THE GUARD, AND THE ONE CALLeD 1IN QUR RITUAL ‘'THb
BABYLUNISH GENERAL' WHU BURNT DUWN THE TEMPLE, AND BROKE DOWN THE

CITY WALLS, SU LEAVING TIT COMPLETELY DEFENCLLESS, AND DESTROERNG S
INSPLRATION. HE T0OK BACK TO BABYLON 43 MUCH TRuASURE As HE CUULD

TwG YEARS WHIC! 1

.
‘——v

THE JEWS WERE

WAS BRURK LI s A'ly




FIND, AND MANY OF THE BPOPLE, AS CAPITY&S, LEAVING BEHIND ONLY THE
POUREST, TU TEND THs VINES AND THE CRUPS,

JERUSALEM WAS NOW IN RIUNS, IS PsUPLE WERE CAPPIVE IN BABYLON
EXCEPT FUR THESE WHU BASTLY FLED , AND THUSE LEFT BEHIND FUK THE
PURPUSE OF TILLING THE LAND, AND WE ARE TOLD ' BY THE *WATERS OF
BABYLON, THEY SAT DOWN AND WEPP!

JEREMIAH HAD FURETULD THAT THE CAPIVITY WUULD LAS? \FUK 70 YEARS,

AND THOUGH IT WAS EXACTLY 70 YEARS FRUM THE FALL/ZAF” JERUSALEM Tu
THE DEDICATION OF THE SECOND TEMPLE, THE RETURSNDO JBRUSALEM BEGAN
JUST 20 YEARS BEFURE THAT TIME. SOME 50 YEARS AFISR YWEBUCHADNEZZAR
HALD ATTACKED AND TAKEN JERUSALEM, THE PERGEAN. EMMRE OVLRCAME BABYLON
CYRUS, KING OF PERSIA WAS QUITE DIFFSREN NFROM ANEBACHAUNEZZAR. HE
BELIEVED THAT THE BEST WAY TO RULE WASD BY JOLBRATION AND TRUST.
NEBUCHADNEZLAR RULED BY TFORCE AND _BY/ FEARSHOYRUS BELIEVED THAT FOR A
CAPTIVE FPeUPLE T0 LIVE CONTENDEDLIATHEY @8ST BE ABLE Tu LIVE WITH
THEIR OWN RELIGIUN AND THEIR OW{) LA NJAND SU HE AORn:ED THAT THE
JEWS COULL REIURN, A FEW AR WTIMENSTO REBUILD THE TEMPLE AT
JERUSALEM, HE LNCOURAGED THEM) IN (EVeRY WAY, AND EVEN ﬂngQyigﬂ TU THEM
THE TREASURES WHICH NEBUCHQUNEzzZARCEAD LOUTED.

IHE LeAbexs UF THAC BANDOSRUDURNED EXILES WAS THE LuGAL CLAIMANT
v THr THRUNE OF I8DAH, MAB{ WAS A YUUND MAN WHU HAD BLEN HBWEN
DURING THe CAPLINQZY,  SPMBIIMES REFERRED TU IN THE V.S.L. BY HIS
PERISIAN NAME O M"SHESHBPAZZAR, BUT KNOWN BY US BY HIS HzBREW NAME
WHICH IS ZBEWUDBABSL NMEANING "BEGOTTEN IN BABYLON", HE TOUK WITH HIM 1TU
JeRUSALulY WHZ "SACREN VESSELS, BUILDING MATWRLIALS INCLUUING CLDARS FRuM
LEBANON WWD SKILLED WORKMEN SUCH A8 MASUNS AND CARPENTERS,

ZERUBBABEL IS VeRY WELL DOCUMENTED, HE APPEARS IN § DIFFERENT BOUKS
THe OLD TESTEMENT. HE IS FOUND IN THE GENSALUGIES OF
AND THBBE 1S ALONG ACCUUNT OF HIM IN THE ARJERYPHAL BOUK OF ESDRAS.

HE ALSU TUUK PRLESTS IN HIS PARTY, THEIR LEADER BEING JOSHUA, WHU
WAS ALSO PRUBABLE  BORN 1IN CAPI¥ITY, HIS FATHER, JUSADECH HAVING BEEN

%

THE NEW TESTIMENT
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TAKEN WHEN FALRLY YUUNG., JUSHUA WAS ONe OF A LONG LINE OF PRIESTS,
BuING DESCENDED FRUM THUSE OF‘: SOLOMON'S TIME, AND HIMSELF AN ANCESTUR
OF 14 FUTURE HIGH PRLESTS.

ON ARRIVING AT JERUSALEM, JOSHUA'S FIRST  CARE WAS TC SE THAT ThHk
ALTAR WAS REBUILT, HAVING DLUNE WHICH HE RESTORED THE DAILY ACRIFICE,
WITHIN TWO YEARS OF TH& RETURN, THE GRUUND WAS CLEARED’\Q THE

FOUNDATIUNS DUG AND LAIv FUR THE 2ND TEMPLE.
THEN OPPOSITION WAS M&T. " THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND"@ ARE TOLD

( PRUABLY SUME OF THUbb WHO LASTLY FLED, AND SUME di}» LEFT BEHIND
0 TILL THsS LAND KNG THEIRS SONS) OLAIMED 4 %ﬁ' WURK. THEY
WERE ANSWERED BY ZERUBBABEL AND JOSHUA- E4LA u " YE NOTHING TU U
WITH US Tu BUILD A HOUSE FUR OUR GUD, ﬁ§:§£Vna WILL BUILD
UNTO THE LORD GQUD OUF ISREAL, AS CYRUS, KI HATH COMWANDED us®
P'HEY THEN TURNED AGAINST THUSE WHO €E>11~1 4555? HINDERING THE WORK
AS MUCH A5 PUSsIBLE WRITING uUMPLIA @a, AND EVEN WARNING HIM
THAT JERUSALSM HAD A REPUTATION @ REB uu:. CITY, AND IF IT WERE
é‘ BUTE, ARD COULD BECUME A XEX

RESULLT IT WUULD PROABLY NOT P%
DANGZR Tu THE PoRSIAN &MPIR?:>

RESYLT WAS THAT WURK ON TdE TEMPLZ
CEASED FOR ABOUT 14 6

MEANWHILE CIRUS WALS EDE KING BY DARIUS, DUKRING Tds TIME
WHEN WURK ON THE 1‘ PENUED, WOURK ON RE-BUILLOING THx iy
CUNTINUZD FOR 1IN % SECU %LAR OF THE REIGN OUF KING DARIUS,« in 520
B.Ce WE FIND z’h{'{bﬂAGGAI APPEARING, AND BERATING THE PEOPLE IN

JERUSALEM SAYI \Q
OQ \«u}i ,:2) “IPHUS SPEAKETH THE LORD UF HUSTS, SAYING

"THIS Pu.;'@:joi\‘f, THE TIME IS NOT OOME, THe TIMAE THAT THe LORO'S Hulon
SHOULLU BE BUILT... IT IS TIME FOR YOU TO DWELL IN YOUR PANELL:ZE
HUUSES, AND THIS HOUSE LIE WASTE? AND THEN... " NEW BE STRONG UH
ZERRUBABEL, AND Bs STRUNG O JOSHUA, AND Bk STRUNG, ALL YE PEOPLL OF
THz LAND, SAITH THE LORD AND WORK,"

WORK THeY DID. THEY WBNT BACK TO WORK ON THe TewPLe AND IN &4 {EARS
IT WAS CUMPLETED AND ZERRUBABEL WHO HAD LAID THE FUUNDATIUN STUNE SAw
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THE CUMPLETEIUN.

o THE APOCRYPHAL BUOK OF ESDIAS, AND THE HISTOKY OF JOSEPEUS
BOTH GIVE A DIFFERSNT ACCOUNT OF THE RISE OF ZERRUBBABEL. HERE, HE FIRST
APFEARED A5 ONE OF 3 MEN WHO WERE THE BODYGUARD UF KING DARIUS. ONs
NIGHT, UNABLE TO SLEEP, THE KING, TO AMUSE HIMSELF ASKED THE. { WRITE
DOWN THE STRUNGEST THING IN THE WORLD, PROMISING TU REW THE BEST
ANSWER. O
1, "WINE IS THE STRUNGzST
2, "THE KING IS THE STRUNG&ST. %

ZERRUBBABEL . "WOMEN ARE THE STRUNGmST, BUT VE %HﬂUl‘h BuAREST
AWAY THE VICTURY., NEXT DAY EACH WAS ASKED. @ax»{(ﬂ HIS CHOICE.

ZERRUBBABEL GAVE AN AMUSING ACCOUNT OF OF WOMEN CVER MEN,
ATH&N WITH A QUICK CHANGE TO THE SERI EE gﬁ,’ WINE CAN BE WLCKED,
THE KING CAN BE WICKED, WOMEN CAN @ ICI@}ANJ THERE IS NO TRUTH
IN THEM, Tsmwes ., THRUTH ENDUR&TH (é AYS 3PRUNG... BLESSED BB
TH: 300 OF THRDTH. 0

HIS WA3 CUNSIDERED THE BES swE OR HIS REWARD HE ASKED
PERMISSION TO GO TO JERUS x@ ANDANBUILD THE TEMPLE, WHICH WAS GRANLED,

WE KNUW LITTLE ABOUT PT FOR HIS BOOK IN THE O.7. A VERY

SHORT BOUK OF 18 VbHan&N.‘Y C@STING OF VARIOUS SAYINGS MADE IN THEZ SAME 3
MUNTHS QF 520 B.C. 'Wi&b E AMONG YOU THAT SAW THIs Hduuse Ik Hix

FIRST GLURY? ANV SEE IT NOW? IT IS NOT IN YOUR &YEsS IN
CUMPARISUN % i ING {{n S CERTIAINLY SOUNDS AS THUUGH HAGGAL WAS URE
OF THE FEW Au SEEN THE FURMER TEMPLE, IS Su, HE WROTE HIS
BOUK WHEH uno\s/ VERY OLD MANe. IN THE LIVES OF THs PrRUPHETS
WHICH 'ﬂ:'\gjdn.all‘n!ﬂ MANY YEARS LATER, WE ARE BLOPS THAT HAGGAL WAS THE
FIRST MAN EVER TU CHANT HALLELUJAH... THE HYMN OF HAGGAIL, ACCURDING TO
THLS BOUK. A LITERAL TRANSLATION I8 " PRAISE YE JAH"

MOVING ON T0 457 B.Ce WE FIND BAXERXES ON THE PERSIAN THRUNE: AND
fwx. READ IN EZRA Q9@ "EZRA WENT UP FROM BABYLON: ANU HE WAS A READY S
IN THE LAW OF MOSES WHICH THE LORD GOD OF ISBAEL HAL GLVEN: AND THE

KING GRANTED HIM ALL HIS REQUESTS.
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ELRA WAS DSSCRIBSD AS BOTH SCRIBE AND PREIST AND HIS COMING 10
JERUSALEM MARKED A NEW PERIOD IN IT'S HISTORY;‘!‘HD RULE OF LAW, HE
RETURNED WITH A LARGE COMPANY OF EXILES AND AUTHORITY 10 APPUINT
MAGISTRATES AND JUDGES. HIS OBJECT WAS TU BKING BACK THE LAW OF MOSES
WHICH JSOLEMNI® READ TO THE PEUPLE OF JERUSALEM., THz Bouk,_(OF EzRa TELL&
US THAT HE INSTITUTED RULE BY THE SANBEDRIN  (COUNCIL OX %2 OF THE
OLDERS) HE LNTRODUCED SYNAGUGUE WORSHIP HE ESTABLISHED (A ~ OFFICAL LIST
OF BOUKS FOR THZ SYNAGOGUE, AND DIVIDED THE BIBLELWA0 CHAPTERS AND
VERSES TO PRESERVE THE PURITY OF THE HEBREW RAGENHS JMgE STRICT
RULES AGALNST MIXED MARRIAGES,

JERUSALsM WAS NOW WELL ON THE WAY TO LCQUBATEANGLIURATION, BUT IT
WAS STILL WILE OPEN TO ATTACK BY IT'S BYERMSS (THe & INSLDIOUS AS THuY
ARE CALLEy IN OQUR CEREMONY) THE CITY WASO)IN Selid NEnD OF WALLS  Alu

(S
L

GADEs FUR IT'S DEFENCE, AND wE HAVE( IO WALNJWUR NEHEMLIAH Fuk THOUSE .
DEFE « ALTHOUGH IN OUR CEREMONYNAWE @ALY NE A SCRIBE,

N E LN THE BIBLE ARE WE TOLD,"THAITN\ PIS TITTLE IS TIREHALHA UR

Jl {OR. HIS ACHIEVEMzNTS WERENAN MM WAY SECRETARIAL, KRATHER

WERE MILITARY OR ARCHITECTUYRAD. PERNAPS WE CALL HIM SCRIBE BECAUsSLE HE

WROTE A BUUK.
; . . B R 4 .

HI8 FIR3T OFFICE WS AS STEVARD. HE NAdsﬁrﬁjﬁw;i O ATAXKERXES, I'HE
RAML KING WU 12 YEARS JUFORE HAD GIVEN E4RA PerMISS1IUN L' (LTUEN
TO JERUSAL=ZM.  IN, 486/ BC AVRHEMLAH'S COUSIN, HANANI, CAME BACK Fiup
Ja.'ai’" US AL I’U PeNS '§ r\‘ AN TOLD NEHENIAH QF I'HE DEPLOUKA BLY e N L iU
OF JoRUSALEMe YHE WASDS” BROKEN DOWN, THo GATES BURST ANLD THe PoUPLE 1IN
FEAx UF TReDk™ LIVENA

NEHESMINE ﬁ‘S S0 AFFECTED BY THIS THAT AS HE wAS ALTeNulhG THI KING,

HIS FACE WAS S50 SAD THAT THE KING ASKED WHAT WAS wRUNG Wil diM, YOU
ARE Nul ILL SO IT MUST BE THAT YOU ARE UNHAPPY? NEHoMIAH #TOLU  H4M
WHAT HE HAD HEARD OFf THe STATE OF JprUSALEM, 30 THEWING APPUINTED

HIM QUVENOR OF THAT CITY, AND GAVE HIM MATEKIALS AND PuxMIsslun U GO
TO REBUILD THZ DEFENCES.
st




NEHEMIAH SP:iNT THREE DAYS INSP

NG THE CITY, AND FUUND THINGS TO
BE WORSE THAN HE HAD IMAGINED. ONE WALL OR WAS INTACT. THe
PSUPLE OF TH: SURROUNDING LANDS BY SANBALLOT, THE  HORONITE AND
TOBIAH, THE AMMUNITE WERE LAYING ) WAIT IN THE COUNTRYSILE AND
ATTACKING THe CITY AS AND WHEN THEY PLEASED. S0, NEHEMIAH, @LED UN
EVERYUNE TO HELP TO TO BUILD UP THE WALLS.

AT FIRST SANBALLOT AND TOBIAH‘ RIDICUALTED THEIR BF‘E'@::. BUT AS
THEY SAW THE PRUGRESS BEING MADE THEY BECAME VERY AND WHEN
THE WALLS WERE COMPLETE ACCUSED mbﬂIAH OF TR@ wd ING
ARTAXERXES TU ORLZR THE WURK TO ‘ISTOP. NEHEM mu é[ PEKSIA,
REGAINING THe KINGS FAVOUR, AND THEN RETURN .éf 'HE GATES
AND RePAIRS THe DUDEMAGED HOUSES.

50 CUMPANIUNS, THE TEMPLE WAS REB @ ERHUSBABEL
HAGGAL ANL JUSHUA THE LAW WAS RE.I §ILL Ao SECURITY
B HEMIAH. ALL LEFT THE l:.AST AM wEST TU RE5TUR

JHICH HAD BEEN LOST. BY \0 |E)
k A THe PLE, THE AL THL@ Uy AND SsCURITY
FRuM ENVY AND MALICE. MA @ PLE O JUR PREDEUESHURE
FEACH Us 3 v CONDUC SEL IN TH1S LIFE THAT WE MAY Q
ik TkUs  HomE N 0AE_ HeAVEM@NUBRUSALSM, AND THALX JUIN N

, BOTH I“L.QQUS ﬁkNONYM&)US WHEN JMBS  Fu ™
BE ¢ X .‘u,al SR ABOVE.
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